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[ Abstract]

Rotating Ballot and Order Effect,
Sign Effect, and Coattail Effect:
Analysis on the 2014 Korean Local Election

Kim, Beomsoo | Yonsei University

The Korean Ballot positioning rules make it possible for the three effects to
influence on the candidates’ turnout. The effects are order effect, sign effect, and
coattail effect, each effect is working in different ways.

The three effects mobilize some biased support to result into unfair competition.
The order of candidate positioning in the ballot benefits the front candidate then
the rear one. Sign ‘I’ and 7} which use in the Korean ballot structure benefit
the candidates who get the sign. The coattail effect originates from the fixed party
position in the Korean local elections system, 6 elections are practicing on a day,
The three effects all biased the incorrect voting focusing on the front candidates
as bonus turnout.

This biased effects come from the Election Law, article 150 code 3 and 4. The
rules give big parties front positions and small parties rear positions, making the
candidates of big parties get advantages. This study testifies the three effects in
the 2014 Korean Local Election, Inchon, Kwangju, and Daegu city cases and shows
the unfair results and explains the biased mechanism. In order to be fair ballot
positioning, rotating ballot should be introduced and the party sign be deleted in
the ballot.

= Keyword: Rotating Ballot, Order Effect, Sign Effect, Coattail Effect, Donkey Vote



