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[ Abstract]

Problems and Improvement of Re-Elections

Lee, Jeongjin | National Assembly Research Service

It is a very important issue to secure the democratic legitimacy of the represen-
tatives while appropriately eliminating the financial burden of ‘election costs’ caused
by frequent by-elections. Especially, after the local elections, there are high voices
to argue for institutional improvement because of the increase in re-election and
by-election and concerns about the election cost and low turnout. The purpose
of this paper is to clarify the current status and problems of the by-election and
examine the ways of improving the electoral system by examining the improvement
measures. Especially, I will review the direction of improvement of by-elections
through overseas cases, focusing on the “next runner-up system” in Japan, and
draw implications for Korea.

In order to improve the by-election system, discussions are focused on reducing
the number of elections or paying the cost to the cause providers. The revision
of the public election law in 2015 has reduced the number of by-elections that
were held twice a year. Many people argue that the person who provided the reasons
for the by-election have to pay the election cost to reduce the financial burden
of the state or municipalities. It is possible to consider not only the cause provider
but also the party to pay a part of the election expenses, or to restrict the party
from recommending candidates for the party to the re-election. On the other hand,
some person argue that it is forbidden for incumbents to run for election to resign
during his/her term to run for another election. However, if such a restriction on
the candidacy of candidates for public office is limited, it may be an excessive
restriction on the election of public officials. And in the case of the Gu/Si/Gun
council elections, it is necessary to consider adopting the runner-up election system
because it adopts the multi-member constituency.
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