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[ Abstract]

System Improvements for
the Voters with Disabilities

Kim, Hye Sun | Gangseo-gu Election Commission
Park, Jeong Min | Goesan-gun Election Commission

As public awareness and participation in politics arises with greater consciousness
on sovereignty, South Korean government has been making efforts to provide as
many voting opportunities as possible through various kinds of institutional and
legal strategies. However, despite the systems for voting convenience, complaints
and dissatisfactions continue to exist in terms of violating political rights of voters
with disabilities.

In this paper, causes of such issue are demonstrated as ‘lack of access in voting
sites’, ‘misperception toward handicapped voters due to a shortage of education,’
and ‘inefficiency with lack of evaluation process.” Addressed factors need to be
supplemented with constant works of improvement in order to provide more voting
opportunities for voters with disabilities.

Thus, the paper diagnose what precipitates such problems and suggests several
improvements based on a experiences as government employee for secretariat in
election commission. Further thorough research need to be done on more quantitative
measures in terms of voters with disabilities.

= Keyword: voting convenience, voters with disabilities, political rights, system
improvements



